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Honorable B. Everett Jordan 
United States Senate 
Washington » D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator: 

You hav^remieate^oui^conaiderat^a of the attached 
letter of why the 
Zapruder fila of the aeaasainatlon of President Kenney 
has not been released to the public. 

A print of the Zapruder film is available for 
investigation at the National Archives. The film may 
not be published or copied, however, because Life Maga- 
zine owns a copjrright on the film. A print of the film 
was acquired by the Govenaoent pursuant to F.L. 83-202 
to preserve for historical purposes the evidence which 
had been before the Warren Coisaisslon. However, no 
purpose was seen In taking and paying for the copyright 
since the availability of the print in the National 
Archives serves the interest of the Government and the 
public in a complete izn^stigation of the assassination. 

this information will be of interest to 

Sincerely, 




Frank M. Wozencraft 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 





'UlCnUeb ^ertale 


December 28 , 1967 


, Respectfully referred to 

\_cD s: 

' iG Department of Justice 

•J i-u' ^ ' 

for such c4§si<ieration as the communication 
^ herewith submitted may warrant, and for a reoort 
thereon, in duplicate to accompany return of 
Inoiosure . 




cvcnrrr jonoan, nXm chauiman 

CARU HAYOCN, ARtX. CARU T. CURTIS, N> 

HOWARD W. CANNON, NCV. JOHN SHCRMAN CO^. •« KY 

CUAtRORNC PCtX, R.l. HUOH SCOTT. RA. 

JOSCRM S. CLARK. RA. 

ROURT C. SYRO. W. VA. 


OORDON P. HARRISON, STAPF OIRCCTOR 
NIMH Q. ALSXANDKR, CHICK COUNSCL 



QlCniicb Pieties /^anaic 

COMMITTEE ON 
RULXS AND ADMINISTRATION 

WASHINGTON. O.C. 20510 


February 6, 1968 



Mr, John W. Adler 
Acting Assistant Attorney General 
for Administration 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20 530 


Dear Mr, Adler: 


Thank you very much for your December 29 letter in response to 
my inquiry of December 28 in behalf of] 

7c 


7C-.. I have received no further communication from you regarding 

^T^Hj^HBraised in his earlier letter to me, and I would 


the questiohs^^mi^m 
appreciate your letting me have a repo rt at the earliest possible time 
so that I may pass it on to' 


- 7c 

Thanking you in advance, and with all best regards. 

Sincerely, 


^ -■ ~L 




vy' 


B, Everett Jordan, USS 


BEJ:pj 


cc: 




.t/ 








E. EVERETT JORDAN 
NO:tTH CAROLINA 


QlCtrticb ^{ct{e& ^enaie 

WASHiNaroN. o«. 20sto 



Decsiuber 23, 1}67 


76 


Thank you for your letter of December 21 commenting on the 
"Life niagazine article "Six Seconds in Dallas", 

1 certainly agree with you that the public has the right to the 
full story on the Kennedy assassination, and I have sent your letter 
to the Justice Department with a request for comment on the points 
you made. 

As soon as I have a reply from the Department, I will be happy 
to pass it on to you. 

With all best regards. 

Sincerely, 



3, Everett Jordan, USS 

BEJ;pj 

bcc: Department of Justice 




January 5, 1968 
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Rn t clo a ed for your Ixif conaotloa aad attention 

«« you nay d«ea fl^sBrapriate la a copy of a letter recently 
x«eeired 7 ^ 
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Honorable Grahoa Purcell 
House o£ Representatives 
Was hlngtoQ^ D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Purcell: 

The Attorney Gexieral has asked me to reply to 
your letter of December 19, 1967, concerning the 
appropriateness of a nev inquiry into the assassination 
of President Kaniiedy. 

The authors who have criticized the conclusions of 
the Warren Cofaralsslon do not claim to have any significant 
new evidence, so fer ss vs are aware. Bather, their 
criticisms and demands for a new inquiry are based upon 
different conclusions they have drawn from parts of the 
same body of evidence that was examined by the Cctoaissloa. 
The CoBaission made a thorough inquiry axui detailed analy- 
sis of the facts concerning the assassination. The evidence 
aqily supports the basic conclusions of the Ccnsission. 

In these circumstances, we see no basis for a nev inquiry. 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation Is always open 
to receive new evidence bearix^g on the assassination if 
anyone uxtcovers valid new evidence. The Department of 
Juatlce ataxia ready to examine any valid and relevant new 
evidence to insure that the facts surrounding the assassin- 
ation of President Kennedy are public knowledge. 

Sincerely, 



Frank M. Wczeocraft 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 






COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE 


GRAHAvI PURCEU- 4 

tr^TH D>>.'''iiCT OF TEXAS 


1210 HOUSE Office Building 
Phone: Area Code 202. 225-3605 


DISTRICT OFFICES: 

206 Federal Building 
WICHITA FALLS. TEXAS 
Phone.- Area Code 817. 76- 


of tf)e Sainiteb ^tatesi 

,^ous(e of Eepresfentatibes! 


21 2 51 PH 


ROOM 1814 

1 1 14 Commerce STRE^f PIC t 
DALLAS, TEXAS 75202 
PHONE: Area Cooe 214. R I 9-3889 


COtiHSEL 


lESasfjington, 33.C. 20515 

December 19, 1967 


SUBCOMMITTEES: 

CHAIRMAN. LIVESTOCK AND GRAINS 
OILSEE'^S'AND RICE 
departmental OVERSIGHT 


The Honorable Ramsey Clark 
Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
"■'Washington, D. C. 20530 



Dear Ramsey: 

No doubt you are as vitally interested as I am in 
ascertaining that a true picture of the circu.ms tances 
behind the assassination of President Kennedy has been 
derived. 


I have received similar expressions of concern from 
many of my constituents, who feel that another, more 
intensive investigation would be beneficial in re- 
lieving the public anxiety raised by recent doubts 
of the validity of the Warren Commission Report. 
Accordingly, I hope you will continue to examine 
every new development in this area, taking whatever 
appropriate steps you consider necessary to insure 
that the true facts behind the Kennedy Assassination 
are known. 


With warmest regards. 





;RAHAM PURCELL 


' -1 
-v. 
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OFFICE OF LEGi! 
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2, 1969 


Boeocable Ceerg* Hurphr 
Uadted States Sensts 
9ashlnj(ton» D. C. 

Dear Senator: 


This is In response t egogr etyarnmleatlon of Deeegsber 1 9, 
19^7 transm itting s letter 

in which yoer constituent raises certain questions con- 
camina the Kennedy assaBslttstlon* 




i5’‘C 


The anthore who have criticised the conclusions of the 
Warren Coemlsslon do not dale to have any slsmlflcant nev evidence, 
so far as we are aware. Rather, their crlticisne acd denaisds for a 
tiev Inquiry are based vpoe different conclusions they have drawn from 
parte of the sasBe body of erldence that was exasdncd bv the Corailsaion. 
The Conmisslon made a thorourh inquiry and detailed aruilysis of the 
facts concerning the assassination. Ths evldetiee annly supports the 
basic concluslces of the Comission. In these eircunstonces . ve see 
no besis for a new inquiry. 

The yarren Cocalaslon gsthered s vast aaeunt of uaterlal. 
nerh of it having only reaote ctmnectloo with the assasslnaticc. The 
bulb, of the ssterlal that w»s before the Cocssisslen either wes pub- 
lished In ics 26-volwie Hes Tlnge or is available to researchers at 
the 1?atl<mal Archives. The relatively snail portion whidi is not 
now available to the public eensists prlBiarlly of national security 
Intelllsence or investigative reports — dealing largely with activi- 
ties far removed fro w the assassination Itself — which If disclosed 
sight cosprowlse confidential sources or techolqtiee, or In eoiac cases 
jeopardize the lives of individuals abroad. All of the Co^lsslon 
caterlal which has not yet been released will be reviewed periodically 
fsitll all of It has been sade available to the public. 


With respect to the Sew Orleans satter. we can only point 



Nalley 
Mr. Vinson 
DAG 
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/ 

OQt that Hr. Carriaon has net diacuased his pnceedinrs vlth Federal 
aothorlties. It vould net be proper for xa Co coewent cm tber" evl/Jcnce 
in a case pendlntt before a state court. 

1 Cruet tiiat tills Infor&atirm will be of Interest 
It Is always a pleasure to be of asslatauce. Tour enclosure 
la returned herewith. 

Sincerely , 



TRID M. VISSOR, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 




QlCnHcb -Stales Senate 

December 19 , 196 ? 


Respectfully referred to 


P.eR.a.C.tlT'en t. . of.. .J.u.s.t.i .ce 


for such consideration as the coinnunication 
herewith submitted may warrant, and for a report 
thereon, in duplicate to accompany return of 
inclosure. 


By direction of 


, Georg'e Murphy. U. S. S. _ 
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^ . :,:','T^® undeniabl e fact that the Supreme Court has cons! stant| y v' - 


the _ commuht-fets rights over and alar^e the 
. £t9j)f-S_pf |_n^^ loyal God-fearing Americans certainly 

doesnH f I n ' dur hearts with trust and faith. We»d really be naive 




^n.-, any court, of law al 1 ,, the facts: are. to ;be . brought forward 
to prdve''br disprove gul l\ but then you say that with no autopsy and , , ^ ^ 






...... ^. ...... , ■ .«-_, --L-. , . . -, ^. , . ^ 

pbbtos 'Ut-i’l^^ 

present, and not wishing to Inflict questioning on many that the Supreme 


Coutt can come forth with .a verdict and we are to settle for that. 


are supreme I dl ots I f, they bel I eve such 


tri pe. 




' V\lhat I s ifetee- SO horrlbl e I s that the integri ty and honesty of these :'V 


■ men have, come up short of what'we'woul d' expect from men whd'are deemed to 

’• 7y •*• •'- "' \ -• • 'r'V^'V- . ^.V'-’. / 't "V- ^V.^^ V--‘ •> '’ V' •..••' V ' ••.v-..V:"-^i' 

' be the best and wises in' the land, ''.• -'- - ■ = ••■'• ' ' ' , v, : 

:• • V = ^ •'■ .-- ^ rv'* r'- '* •• •-'*’*► -N**‘ -.:f' .•••. •' • , • / . - c,-. , -. 


not corrected and soon our country Wl i I suffer greatl y for more 


and more crime, corruption and dessent appears to be the order of the day, - 
Nor can It be stemmed unless we starT;aV the top and demand truth and ^ ' 


honesty for apd from ®,LL P.®^Pl?:lb}.?Af day work I ng citizen 

' •"' -VfV?” % : ':'r:'^;v -'■* ‘V?^'‘ ‘-4 '7' /.^' 

^ can 'see thl a truth^and'lb I n posl 1 1 on of ' , ,: 

authority to .^start the bah rolling to a'decent iaw-abfdlng land we clttzef 

so ferverentl y desl re. ^ 
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Slz«etar> Bsdenl Suretoi of lorvestigatioa I^ped: 12 / 21/61 


Xred K. Vlsooiij Jbr. 

Acsistazxfe AttorQ^ Qex±nl 
Crlatcal SlYisioBi 

AaaastdraitAoa of President 
Joim ntxg^rftld a»&edy> XMXim, 

T^ems^^lScmsber 22, 1963 
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Honorable Richard T. Hanna 
Hoiiae of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr» Hanna: 



You h ave requested our consideration of the attached 

latter £ron /& 

whether Lea Harvey Oswald acted alone in connection with 
the assassination of President Kennedy. 


The Warren CofaBilaalon thoxrooghly investigated every 
aspect of the tragic assassination of President Kennedy, 
and concluded that Lee Harvey Oswald acted solely on his 
own. The authors and other persons who have criticized 
the conclusions of the Warren Coasaission do not claim to 
have any significant new evidence, so far as we are aware. 
Rather, their criticisms and demands for a new Inquiry 
are based upon different conclusions they have drawn from 
parts of the same body of evidence that was examined by 
the CofOBlssion. The Commission siade a thorough inquiry 
and detailed analysis of the facts concerning the assas- 
sination. The evidence axsply supports the basic con- 
clusions of the Coamlsslon. In these clrcis&stances, we 
see no basis for a new Inquiry. 


I hope this infonnation will be of interest to 

7c 


Sincerely, 


Frank M. Vozencraft 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Ccxmsel 
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.'.ifED STATES GOVTk.O(EXT 

Memorandum 

’ Mr. Carl Belcher 


FROM : TVilSain Block 


i MEAT 


[CT 


date; 12A3/67 


subject: 

4800 urmarked guns 


On 12/7» I discussed the various vra.ys in which we might forfeit 
the rifles with T. E. Shaw, ATTD. He felt that our best basis for 
a forfeiture was under Section 905(b) of the Federal Firearms Act; 
that is, engaging in business without a license. He also felt that 
we should try to get Huber to sigh an abandorjnent of all his rights 
in the rifles, and of any claims he might have to them. 

Later that day I spoke to USA Lacour and advis ed him of Mr. 

Shawls advice. He felt that Huber would not sigh an abandonment; that 
he would contest any forfeiture proceeding. He agreed, however, to 
speak to Huber about the abandonment. y 

At 5s00P.M. on 12/7, I received a phone call from /uSA V'ayne 
Justice, E.D. Texas, who informed me that he had been* contanbed by 
agents of the ATTD about the Huber matter. These agents informed 
Mr. Justice that they were coming later that day to pick up some 
riflerthat were hidden in his district. Since Mr. Justice ivas 
ignorant of this entire matter he called us for advice. I outlined 
to him what was happening with Huber and asked him to contact USA Lacour 
for further information as regards any promises of immunity made to 
Huber. 7C, 

On 12/8, I spoke to||||||^|||[||||H CIA, and brought him up to date 
d on this matter. He infome^m^that the CIA was investigating a 
"Cuban- types name that Huber had reportedly gone under. He did not 
however know the name. He promised to contact me if he had any 
further information. It should be noted that on Septembe^2^and 

1967 , Huber furnished a statement to Customs Agent mm 7 c 
regarding the rifles in questj^on. At this time^iowev^, 
went under the name of "Hafael Santiago." I do not know ±f 
if (bhrs-is— the name the CIA is investigating. 

On 12/13. |l contacted Mr. V.'olf, ATTD, who informed me that 
Huber had gotten himself a la’wer . who told him that he was not 
violating any federal law, and x^ho advised him that he should not 
tiim the rifB.es in. It would thus seem that v/e have reached a stalemate, 
and that we are no closer to the rifles thaj& before. Mr. irolf^'ahd^l " ' 
agree that this v;hole thing is a little fishy; that perhaps the best 
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Honorable Vance Hartke 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Hartke: 

You have requ ested our consideration of the 

attached letter 

asks for a nev inquiry into the assassination of 
President Kennedy, and states that her faith in the 
Chief Justice and the Department of Justice has been 
destroyed. 



■Jy 


/■ 

- 



The authors who have criticized the conclusions 
of the Warren Commission do not claim to have any 
significant new evidence, so far as we are aware. 

Rather, their criticisms and demands for a new inquiry 
are based upon different conclusions they have drawn 
from parts of the same body of evidence that was examined 
by the Commission. The Commission made a thorough in- 
quiry and detailed analysis of the facts concerning the 
assassination. The evidence anq>ly supports the basic 
conclusions of the Commission. In these circumstances, 
we see no basis for a nev Inquiry. 

We are sorry that not agree with 

the Department of Justic^o^tW^matter, but this is 
out best Judgment on the question. 

Sincerely, 


Attachment 


Frank M. Wozencraft 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 
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Decec:--.' 1 12^ 

Hoconliltt Tmak Hortoa 
Besttsc of 3c?r»etttatlr«i 
VashiaetQO» 

S«Kr CongreftaBsai 

Tbis in la 3^17 to yoor IxsialTy of Beceab«r 9» 
ahmrelA yoa forgaeded fog oar eoin<ld»wotloa & letter froa year 

vto p<xm certain qta»tlcsia 
asseseineticxi of ttM late President Kenoedy, tbo 
Wsrrea CnBWtissjloa*s Beport* and ths lsve5ti|^tl<» being coo- 
daeted by Saw Orlsans District Attoraey Jia Garrison. 

Vith regsrd to ia^slry eoacerslog thm Warren 

Comlss1oa*> 3cport» ve voold lDc« to point out that the Coonls- 
Sion gathered a rest aaosat of asatertal, ijselndlas that vhlch 
had sTon a rssnte oomieetlea vlth the assassination. The bolt 
of the aatesitO. that vaM presented befhre the CcaeiissioQ either 
use published in its 26-roluae Hearings or is arailahle to 
researchers at the Satiossa Archives. The rslstlrely g aa ll pesr- 
tloa that Is not now aryallshle to the public ettnsists prlaarily 
of natioml secoxity intalllgcoee or twrsstigstive reports - 
dealiag lately with activities far rsaerred frea the assassina- 
tion itself * that If disclosed night ccaorottLse confid^Btial 
sooress or te<hai^es, or la soesa eases jeopardise the lives of 
ii^vlchialt abroad. Public availability of other isfozoatica 
bad been delayed pending eoa^Ietloa of the proeecatic» of 
jeek Soby, but this lafonuttioa has now besa released. All 
of the CoaoeLasioa arterial whi^ has ea>t yet been released 
irfJUL be reviewed perdLodleally ostll all of it has been sade 
svailable to the public. Bone of the aaterlaX is being with^ 
held for any spedfle period of tiae. 

As for the inrestlgstion being eoodacted by Mr. Garrlso^i* 
we can only point out that he has not discussed his proceeding 
with federal aathoriUes. We note fi^a Newspaper accounts, 
however, that Clsy Sbdor, the defendant la >ir. Garrison's 
proeecotioa, filed aa aetl<»i la federal court to enjoin the 

cc: Records 
Chrono 
Block 
lAG 

Mr. Vinson 


pxosectttioa of th« original dsargM aeklaet hla «ad that tb© 
&txgsetsaa Court* of tiig Uaitod Sta'tog bsA denlad his potitiotu 
!• not« fOTtbor that Mr* Garrlroa bsm xm tebgdsled the trial 
for Jasoaxy 21» X9<S9» 

Ha thU InfoaJtttioa viU be of Melstanee in replylas 

tollllfllltl It her beea our olMaare to serve 70^ ^ 
vatter* \ 

Sloeerely, 


nm M. visscei^ jr* 

Iseictaadt Attaaro^ Qttmx^X 




FRANK HORTON 
^pH OtfrnCT 0^ NlW YOIK 


152S LaKvom Hoon Orricr 
(202) 225-49U 


cOMMTrrus: 

GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBU 
SMALL BUSINESS 


otsnicT omct: 

Congresisi of tfje ^m'teb States! 

^ongt of 3!&eptes(entattbe£( 

ZBasfiingtan, 73. C. 20515 



Dear Sir: 

In behalf of my constituent, who is 
identified in the attached letter 
copy, I should like to request your 
consideration of this matter. 

Thank you for whatever information 
and assistance you can provide. 1 
look forward to your reply. 

With kindeet personal regards, I am. 

Sincerely, 


i 


H« ~ 

ttachraent 






, . ' V 

Frank Horton 
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Ifonorable Jack Brooks 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Brooks: 



You ha ^g_gfifla£fl-ted_my_ cons Ideration of the attached 

letter from 

that a new inquiry be made of the assassination of Presi* 
dent Kennedy. 


7 ^ 


The authors who have criticized the conclusions of 
the Warren Comaission do not claim to have any significant 
new evidence, so far as we are aware. Rathetv their criti- 
cisms and demands for a new inquiry are based upon different 
conclusions they have drawn from parts of the same body of 
evidence Chat was examined by the Commission. The Ccmmls- 
alon made a thorough inquiry and detailed analysis of Che 
facts concerning Che assassination. The evidence amply 
^ supports the basic conclusions of the Commission. In 

^ these circumstances, we see no basis for a new inquiry. 




le this information will be of interest to 

' 7C 


Sincerely, 


Frank M. Wozencraft 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 


Attachment 
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□ SIGMATUHe I I COMMgMT 

Q APPROVAL I I MKCESSARY ACTION 

I I see Me □ More amo returm 

r~l RecOMMeNOATIOM Q] CALL MX 
p-[ ANSReR OR ACKNOVL- 


r~l PeR CONVeRSATION 
I I AS ReOUeSTEO 

□ mote AMO FILE 

□ toUI tHTOmATIOR 
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' eooe ON OR before . 

PREPARe REPLY FOR 
THE SICNATURE OF 


REMARKS 

Re your note on the attached c ■ nceming 
the former Secret Service Arent’ s (Bolden' allega- 
tions concernin- a Chica-o olot to kill President 
:!ennedy, 

I have seen nothing to suggest tlaat his 
fll*. jettons ore true* William Block, Criminal 
Division, advised me that Bolden had nothing vahatso- 
ever to do vdth guarding the President in* his duties 
in Secret Sei"/ics and nc-.lin’t have been in a gositi 
to recsiva tlii s t;~e of inrorr.ation» He said that , 

"olden is in a ^ 

Clay Shan's attorneys have been furnished a cony of 
the brief in Bolden’s case and the re is no quest ion 
as to guilt on the evidence in his 
He said that Plr. Kossack is familiar with Bolden' s 
case and tenns his "Secret Service frame-up" charges, 

"ura trash. 


from: 

- . 

BUILDING A ROOM 

EXT. 

date 

Lee Oluver 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20530 


Address Reply to the 
Division Indicated 
and Refer to Initials and Number 

XLW, 

129-11 


XoTember 22, 1968 


AIR MAIL 


Mr. Sdsrard W. Wadsvorth 

Clerk, United States Court of Appeals 

Filth Circuit 

Room 408 - 400 Royal Street 
Mev Orleans, Louisiana 70130 


Re: Mb. 2^620 - U.S.A. v. (Mse 6.5 mm. 

Mannllcher-Carcano Military Rifle, 
Model 91033, etc. 


Dear Mr. Wadseorth: 




Enclosed for filing are 25 copies of our brief in the 
above-captioned matter. A signed certificate of service 
appears on the last page of the brief. 


Yours very truly. 


EDWIN L. WEISL, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Division 


By: 


Morton Hollander 
Chief, Appellate Section 


Enclosures (25) 

William C. Garrett, Ssq. 
Kilgore R Kilgore 
1800 First national Bazdc 
Building 

Dallas, Texas 75202 
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UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS 
FOR THE FIFTH CIRCUIT 


No. 26,620 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

Appellee , 


V . 

ONE 6.5 mm. MANNLICHER-CARCANO 
MILITARY RIFLE, MODEL 91-38, 
SERIAL NO. C2766 , with appur- 
tenances, and ONE .38 SPECIAL 
S&W VICTORY MODEL REVOLVER, 
SERIAL NO. V510210, with 
appurtenances , 


and 

JOHN J. KING, 

Appellant . 


APPEAL FROM THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 


BRIEF FOR THE APPELLEE 


STATEMENT OF THE ISSUE 

Whether the district court properly terminated the for- 
feiture proceeding by dismissal of the libel after title to 
the subject property had been duly vested in the United States 
pursuant to Public Law 89-318, 79 Stat. 1185. 



three issues related to the validity and propriety of the 
in rem forfeiture proceedings. Such issues were: 

a. Does the Federal Firearms Act permit for- 
feiture under the facts stipulated in this 
act ion? 

b. Does Public Law 89-318, dealing with items 
of physical evidence before the President's 
Commission on the Assassination of President 
John F. Kennedy, provide the exclusive 
remedy by which the Government can take the 
military rifle and revolver in question? 

c. Does the forfeiture of the military rifle 
and revolver under the Federal Firearms Act 
deny claimant King due process of law and 
just compensation guaranteed by the Fifth 
Amendment of the Constitution of the United 
States? 

Prior to the entry of the pretrial order (and recog- 
nized by the Court in the statement of the issues) , Congress 
had enacted Public Law 89-318, 79 Stat . 1185, approved 
November 2, 1965, which declared that the national interest 
required that the United States acquire all right, title, 
and interest, in and to, certain items of evidence which 
were considered by the Warren Commission. The Act authorized 
the Attorney General to determine, from time to time, which 
items of evidence should be acquired and preserved by the 
United States. The .Act further provided that whenever the 
Attorney General determines that an item should be acquired 
and preserved by the United States, "all right, title, and 
interest in and to, that item shall be vested in the United 
States upon the publication of that determination in the 
Federal Register," Section 3 of the Act vested the Court 
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Acting under the authority provided by Public Law 
89-318, the Attorney General, on November 1, 1966, pub- 
lished his determination that the various items of evidence 
considered by the Warren Commission should be acquired and 
preserved by the United States. 31 F.R. 13968 e^ seq . 
Numerous items of evidence, including the rifle and re- 
volver which were the subject of the in rem forfeiture 
action, were described in an appendix to the Attorney 
General’s determination. Upon the publication in the 
Federal Register of the Attorney General's determination, 
"all right, title, and interest in and to," the rifle and 
revolver "vested in the United States * * * ," Section 
2(b), Public Law 89-318, 79 Stat. 1185. 

On October 27, 1967, appellant King filed suit, 
alleging jurisdiction under Public Law 89-318, against 
the United States in the United States District Court for 
the District of Colorado seeking just compensation for the 
two weapons acquired by the United States. King v. United 
States , Civil No. 67-C-518. That action is pending and 
scheduled for trial in December, 1968. 

On February 19, 1968, more than fifteen months after 
the publication of the Attorney General's determination 
vesting the rifle and revolver in the United States pur- 
suant to Public Law 89-318, appellant filed a motion for 
judgment in the court below praying that a judgment be 
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ARGUMENT 


The District Court Properly Terminated the 
Forfeiture Proceedings by Dismissal of the 
Libel after Title to the Property had been 
Duly Vested in the United States. 


The essence of appellant's argument is that the court 
below, in February 1968 and more than fifteen months after 
the title to the subject property had been duly vested in 
the United States, should have proceeded to determine 
ownership of the weapons. Since it is plain that the pro- 
cedure proposed by appellant would have been completely 
improper in light of the circumstances of this case, the 
action by the district court in terminating the forfeiture 
proceedings by dismissal of the libel was clearly correct 
and therefore the district court's order should be affirmed. 

Appellant relies upon 28 U.S.C. 2465 in contending that 
the court below should have determined his ownership of the 
weapons. Such reliance is, however, clearly misplaced. 
Section 2465 of Title 28 provides: 

"Upon the entry of judgment for the claimant 
in any proceeding to condemn or forfeit property 
seized under any Act of Congress, such property 
shall be returned forthwith to the claimant or his 
agent; but if it appears that there was reasonable 
cause of the seizure, the court shall cause a 
proper certificate thereof to be entered and the 
claimant shall not, in such case, be entitled to 
costs, nor shall the person who made the seizure, 
nor the prosecutor, be liable to suit or judgment 
on account of such suit or prosecution." 
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In addition, appellant’s argument lacks merit since 
it is clear that 28 U.3.C. 2465 is not an absolute require- 
ment that property be returned to a claimant for, as here, 
intervening events may divest the claimant of his interest. 
The procedural setting in this case is not unlike that which 
was involved in United States v. The Antoinetta , 153 F.2d 
138 (C.A. 3, 1945). In that case, the United States filed 
libels against certain Italian vessels in July 1941 claiming 
forfeiture under an Act of Congress which authorized for- 
feiture for acts of sabotage. The Italian owners of the 
vessels filed claims and sought dismissal of the libels. 
While the forfeiture proceeding was pending, and after the 
commencement of the Second World War, the Alien Property 
Custodian, acting under the Trading With the Enemy Act, 
issued a vesting order covering all the vessels involved in 
the forfeiture proceeding. The Custodian then petitioned 
the court for orders substituting him in place of the 
claimants. The district court granted the petition. The 
Court of Appeals affirmed. The court held that the vesting 
order had divested the claimants of whatever rights they 
had in the vessels and that such rights vested in the 
Custodian. The court declared; 


3^/ The statute's purpose has been found to be for the 

protection of federal officials against liability for costs 
or damages on account of the institution of forfeiture pro- 
ceedings with reasonable cause. United States v. Tito 
Campanella Societa Pi Nay., 217 F.2d 751, 756~(C . A . 4, 1954). 
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As noted, Congress specifically provided jurisdiction 
for the district courts to hear, determine and render judg- 
ment on any claim for just compensation in connection with 
the acquisition of the subject property. Appellant can 
scarcely claim injury by prolonged and duplicitous litiga- 
tion when it is the appellant that instituted the suit for 
just compensation in the district court in Colorado, In 
defending that suit in Colorado, the Government has raised 
appropriate defenses to the appellant’s claim. Rather than 
allow the district court in Denver to adjudicate the merits 
of appellant's claims and the Government's defenses in the 
Denver action, the appellant sought to have the court below 
determine tlie merits of those claims and defenses. The 
issues which appellant desires the court below to determine 
are properly questions for the district court in the Denver 
action. Appellant is thus seeking to have the court below 
render judgment on issues which were not considered or 
decided by that court so that he might assert their applica- 
tion to the issues which were raised in and which are to be 
decided by the district court in the Denver proceeding. The 
court below was clearly correct in declining to proceed as 
proposed by the appellant. 
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Hcmorabl« George Murphy 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Murphy: 



cc : 


Files — 
Copeland 
Schmidt 
Wozencraft 



You ha ve requested our consideration of th e attached 
letter 7c. 

reference to the criticisms which have been aimed at the 
Warren Conaaission Report, and asks why some of the material 
gathered by the Conaaission in connection with its invest!* 
gation of the assassination of President Kennedy has been 
withheld from the public. 




// ' y 


The authors who have criticized the conclusions of 
the Warren Cotsmission do not claim to have any significant 
new evidence, so far as we are aware. Rather, their crit- 
icisms and demands for a new inquiry are based upon differ- 
ent conclusions they have drawn from parts of the same 
body of evidence that was examined by the Commission. The 
Com^sslon made a thorough inquiry ar^ detailed aixalysis of 
the facts concerning the assassination. 'Hie evidence amply 
supports the basic conclusions of the Commission. In titese 
circiimstances, ve see no basis for a Inquiry. 


Warren Cocsaissioa gathered a vast amount of 
material, much of it having only remote connection with 
the assassination. Tha bulk of the material that was 
before the Coaaaission either was published in its 
26-volume Hearings or is available to researchers at the 
National Archives. The relatively small portion which 
is not new available to the public consists primarily 
of national security intelligexK;e or investigative reports 
— dealing largely with activities far ronoved from the 
assassination itself — which if disclosed might compromise 
confidential sources or techniques, or in some cases 




ff-V 
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Jeopardize the lives of individuals abroad. Public 
availability of other information had been delayed 
pending completion of the prosecution of Jack Ruby, 
but this information has now been released. All of 
the CcDsnisaion material which has not yet been released 
will be reviewed periodically tmtil all of it has been 
made available to the public. 

There is no evidence suggesting that Lee Harvey 
Oswald acted with anyone else in planning or carrying 
out the assassination. 

I hope this Information will be of Interest to 

mmmm 7 ^ 


Sincerely, 


I Frank M. Wozencraft 

Assistant Attorney General 

I Office of Legal Counsel 

I 

t 


I Attacteaent 

1 

I 


I 





j^fjped: U/ 8/^7 


IWrKT'.lm 



November 2 1, ig^f 


». aushard fl#!** 

Dll«ctCBP 

Central ZatolU^c* /eancy 
Wl ^ffctwg fcflB^ 0« C> 

Saar Nr. adiauis 

•HtiM acJornsMloiSBa TOur g B aot racdin 0 ^ October 25# 19^7 
concfixxttzm the letter of ^blentliie Asinrortit to the 
Attamejr General datsd Sepboshar 27# 19^7* 


ue hov* ottaejeed • coSQT of the aoet recent car r e epor sdence 
fraa nr. Aatararth, in vtxiidi he lodlcstee hie relatlxmshlg vlth 
0 OQ 0 of the mtl<«Castro Cuhea 



( 1^^7 

^v/ 


z' 



»• WttXd appreciate receiving your coBneate oa Aahventh^a 

ewraary of the extant of lafOraatloo reasErdlca 
hie coctelaaed la yocor o«*'**«o 

Slaeereiy, 


Enclosure - 


ys® M. 7T830S, Jr, 
A»«Utant Attorney Gecesral 


Becords (2)t 
Chrono 

Mlsa Ihunsiaa 
Mr « Vinson 


SHiNT BY 

COMMONICXT-,-'.:!, S;’c. ! 

NUi £1 1967 '!i.'.' 3 . \ 







Smtm 7* Qnaae^ 

Degfxty Asaodate CcmlflartqBer 
for CGoestle Coctrt^ 

Taaert g ii«|rt-tqn ^ SCTTlca 

Tvo& M» ^oaodp Jr* 

AjSBigtarTt AttotrxMj GsrsenI 
CrtettaiLl DlTlsiCD. 

yqXeatlrie fdtsmrth 



TmiKZt^ 
129-11 ^ 






AJsUuiaA lA a eofcr of a latter traik Sr. Tsl^itlEa 
As h vor t lt to tha Attorsey Oessral. 1 b vihlch be ssebs to 



-S' 
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Wa BDderstaBd ttuft tba liagtgrgtlon ad Setcrwlltatlan 
Servlesa bsa a fUa (/A 12729^} ca A^tanxeth, sd refer this 
BBtter ftor itetever action you deea ag gro prl ate. 


Attactramt ^7 



Becords (2) 
Qtrano 
Miss Qiurcien 
Hr. Vinson 


it 


1 , 

Uu\l 


SEC. \ 

■_ 1967*’*^*^ 


f 



Diratrfcar# Federal Buraatt of 


November ., 12, I 96 T 
■ 2 2 

flWsJSStacv 


Fmd Tiaatm, 

AMlstaot Attonaey Gsnazal 
Crialfial DlTlslcm 

Valentine AabMorth 


H j 199 


129-11 ^ 

> 


Attadi^ for jfour lafCKraaticn Is a eo|Rr of a latter A 

rscaotly zvcaivsd froa Mr. YaXentijsa Astworth, who is jprsssntljr 
lacarcarated ia the Calcasiaa J^sh Jail, Lain Charles, Louisiaxau ^ 

a 

We JMsa reltexed Nr. Ashsarth's loqpiiry shout his eitlxaaship Cl 
to the Inaiipratiao sad MataTmll tatloa Senriea, aod fsaruarted a 
copy of hLs latter to the Ocstral Intalli|pace Aaency for its 
i&fozttatloB. 



I ^ ^ ' 
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Records (2) 
Chrono 

Kiss Tburman 
Mr . Vinson 


( 2 ) 




Bl* 'MESS2NGir.il 
SEO. . 
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T. 11/9/67 



Mr. YalsntixM Aaiaiorth 
Post Office Bax - V 
Lake Qtarlea, Loul ml, ana 

Lear Hr. Aabvarthx 


Qsi« ft^CDOicL^^s yoar letter of October 20, 1S61, 
Attorney General, in vltlch you atate your desire 

7<s 



We ham referred your letter to the laaralgratloii 
and Satiralizatioa Service, \dildx handle a cltlzesahlp 
sattera. 


Sincerely, 


1 




■ /.'I 
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Records. 

Chrono 

Mr. Vinson 

Miss Thwcmaa (2) 


FRED M. TLSSCa, Jr, 
Aaalatast Attorney Geiseral 



m 


T. 11/24/67 

FM7:KT:jac 
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Kovenber 2 4, 1S€7 


!kBon^« £ch(utl Cvraay 
MottM of Esj^rmMOit&tiTos 
MMidagtoSf C« C* 


Thin fMipendi to joctr of Kovwbor 21^ 1967* «i>» 

oomlBg tihe lotWr of ytmr eoastltosat aboat the invearti^tlim 
being eeodacted is Hew (brIeeiM into the aeeaegijwtloB of the late 
Pneideet Kennedly* 

I We are mmrm of the dlectaeioiee bj Mr* Carrieoa of his 
alleged mw evldsooe eoneeratag the death of Frssidest Csiaedy. 

We hare no reason to believe^ b o ee re r^ that each eviiionce eoeld 
la any say affect the Yalidity of the of the Warren 

Coaedsaloa, eliKdi are presented la the Cosedsalon’s Report. 

It is a pleasttre to seree yoe la this Batter. 

Si]werely« 



PHED M. iTXSm, Jr. 
Ae a lsta at Attorn^ Csneral 


iv 




Secords^ 

Chron 

Hiss Thunnan (2) 

Mr. Vinson 

Deputy Attorney General 










EDWARD J. GURNEY 
5th District, Florida 


COMMITTESSj 

Science and Astronautics 
Education and L^bor 


WASHINGTON OFFICE: 
459 House Building 

COUNTIES: 
Brevard Orange 


Consre^sf of tfje ®initeb States; 

tousle of Eepre^entatibe^ 

Niasifiington, 33.C« 


DISTRICT OFFICE; 
Cherry Pl-aza Hotel 
Orlando. Florida 

DISTRICT RQ>RESENTATIVE: 
Charles L. Martin, Jr. 


Hovenber 21, 19oT 
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^ov a 

Fred Vinson, Jr. 

Assistant .nttomey 

nT’o J rr'‘'T! '^c T7 rc*^‘T 

i . .*t_L ; J. ^ V- LI -JC X J. V*-» 

Constitution Avenue between 9tn and IGth Streets 
Jashinston, D. C. 20530 

\ 


.rene ra. 




ijiv IblCis " 


Lear F'r . 7 ins on : 

This is in further reference to ntv- letter of October 30 
regarding the interview in PI avbo'^ tagazir.e with Jar.es 
Garrison on tne assassination of President ?.'ennedy. 



\ 


I have received the enclosed rerlv fro.t nt/ constituent 
in answer to vcur letter of .iovetiber o. I would attreciate 
any further cor.r.ents or inforr.ation you rdcht be able to 
nrovide. 

Tharjk you for your cooperation. 

Sincerely , 

Edward J , Gurney 


\ 
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\ 




t 

I 


Tyfiirrft-r^ AI-G C. :-i ^ y -i ; ju t _ll - 


/yoi^embeyi 1 J, 


yop.orjioJ.e. fyiitiAjd. ^uAncif 
Od. / „u.}e. at Rp.pAc^eriiaJLLvQ^ 
^ya^rLUxg^n., /A 


UeCA. /‘t/i, ^UAfKllJ,, 



, ^ _ _ , _ _ pojjvt i”yi, yayi/u^on. 

rj 2 ^^ puo.iLcJ.!^^ ^:iiaJ:ed ihoji ikeyie e.x^x.ed, in ike. pension Ho^e (kenaipke, cm 
i/'jinvidacJ. ako -ioiA, yieve/mL cLclua helone ike ai:sy3ay6yxLn£Liu>n., ikd ike^ze uxui a 


on. ike Jj.Ce of Pne^iAeni KermA'p /'k. ^wk<jc;/x hcu> fuK.A.en ^iaiek ikai 
j fOnyMfUiJJu hjxA _peen po/iiLoru) ot rnoiion Aiowimg. a poJjceTnn coTunn, 

>Loz oC Jhf- Sckooi OepoetHonLi. and dJip.lfppLna. a nifie 

-Jnfii. ikLi obvio’jyiJiL cauld not nave been diuxiJd.' 'i . 


,0-Lo 


'^wixhou.i a 


' P! ' 

y UJCl >0 -imvC. * 


zej^e^j^cope 
~i/ie/icio/te, wtXOYoe 


keiinek of. ikeoe ioo nJece-i of evidence tokick 3 kave deyccrJJoA 

axoi even hnovn io ike danmn Qpmniikion, iei adone cjonAidened. Houj, iken, can 
'Aodon ycatp ikai ikene di no neio evidence? Cn ike coninanuj., ikene iei cnipie 


new evidence. 


3 cenMiinlp atpr.ee wiJjx. /'k. Vinson ikai ii would be improper for a ideraJ. 
apencp io co/vneni on die evidence, in i\e aciuoJ. caoe apzinci r'lr. (jd’J- ikaa), bui 
j cannoi ree akp ii. ii alwo imnroper io oorrmerU. on new evidence concerning die 
aiecLooinniion vnick Plr. PjOAriion -kcci publici-p broupki io ligki. 3t . 'k. 'jcuir- 
L-jon ,'m noi diicu.vied kii proce.edinnvi widi t-Aenai audordtieyi, den ii oeewi 
io me diai raid audoriiLer okould coaiaci /'k. J/oArioon end aiiempi io pen- 
euad.e him io do no. 


3 mur 

lord 


3 cendinip apnreciaie i'lr. Vinron ' o poo-Liion in did rmiter. Poujever, 
i aceepi ijour kind inviiaiion io furiken impo.ie on tpou io pumue de m 
en. 


♦ 
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